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SUBJECT :ROMANIAN DEMARCHE ON UNGUREANU CLAIM 

REF: BUCHAREST 5348 

1 . AMBASSADOR NICOLAE CALLED ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST 
JULY 18 ON INSTRUCTIONS TO MAKE DEMARCHE ON 
UNGUREANU CASE. READING FROM TALKING PAPER (WHICH HE 
DID NOT LEAVE BEHIND) NICOLAE SAID THAT ACTIONS OF 
"FUGITIVE" UNGUREANU ARE CONTRARY TO EXISTING GOOD 
RELATIONS BETWEEN ROMANIA AND US; THAT US COURTS HAVE NO 
JURISDICTION OR COMPETENCE IN THE MATTER AND ANY 
JUDICIAL CONSIDERATION THEREOF CONSTITUTES AN INTERFERENCE 
IN DOMESTIC ROMANIAN AFFAIRS; THAT UNGUREANU’S APPEAL OF 
THE ORDER VACATING THE ATTACHMENT OF THE ROMANIAN UN 
MISSION HAS A "PROVOCATIVE CHARACTER; 1 ' AND THAT 
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UNGUREANU HAS COMMITTED "PENAL OFFENSES" AND IS UNDER 
INVESTIGATION BY THE ROMANIAN JUDICIAL SYSTEM. NICOLAE 
CONCLUDED BY EXPRESSING HOPE THAT THE US WILL APPRECIATE 
THE POLITICAL ASPECTS OF THE MATTER AND TAKE THE 
NECESSARY STEPS. 

2. VEST REPLIED THAT THE DEPARTMENT CANNOT, UNDER THE 
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CONSTITUTION, INTERFERE IN THE JUDICIAL PROCESS BY 
ATTEMPTING TO STOP UNGUREANU FROM FILING A SUIT IN US 
COURTS OR APPEALING AN ADVERSE DECISION. IN LEGAL DIS- 
CUSSION WHICH FOLLOWED (WITH KWIATEK OF L PARTICIPATING), 
NICOLAE AND CONSUL EDU WERE REMINDED THAT WE HAVE RE- 
PEATEDLY ASKED GOR TO DOCUMENT ITS CLAIM THAT ORGHIDAN 
ESTATE WAS TAKEN BY THE ROMANIAN GOVERNMENT BEFORE UN- 
GUREANU BECAME AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. DEPARTMENT HAS NOT 
SO FAR TAKEN A POSITION ON MERITS OF CASE BECAUSE OF 
INSUFFICIENT DOCUMENTATION. VEST SAID THAT NO MORE THAN 
THE GOR DID WE WISH THIS MATTER TO TROUBLE OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONS, BUT WE CANNOT INTERFERE WITH THE COURT PROCESS 
AND WE HAVE AN OBLIGATION TO SETTLE LEGALLY VALID CLAIMS 
OF NATIONALS OF THE U.S. AGAINST FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 

3. NICOLAE SAID HE BELIEVES UNGUREANU AND ATTORNEYS 
HAVE LOST HOPE OF WINNING CASE ON MERITS AND ARE THERE- 
FORE ATTEMPTING TO TRANSFORM IT INTO A POLITICAL PROBLEM. 
AS EXAMPLE, HE REFERRED TO JULY 18 TESTIMONY ON UNGUREANU 
CLAIM AT HOUSE MFN HEARING (SEPTEL). HE SAID UNGUREANU'S 
ATTORNEYS HAVE THREATENED TO ATTEMPT TO ATTACH TAROM 
AIRCRAFT OR ROMANIAN SHIPS CALLING IN US PORTS IF ATTACH- 
MENT OF UN MISSION BUILDING FAILS. HE WAS TOLD THIS IS 
POSSIBLE UNDER US LAW; QUESTION REGARDING LEGALITY OF 
ATTACHMENT IS FOR JUDICIAL DETERMINATION AND THERE 

IS NOTHING DEPARTMENT CAN DO TO PREVENT FURTHER ATTACH- 
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MENT OR JUDICIAL DETERMINATION OF MERITS OF CASE. 

4. AT CONCLUSION OF MEETING, NICOLAE THANKED VEST FOR 
DEPARTMENT S SUPPORT ON MFN AND SAID HE LOOKS FORWARD 
TO FUTURE MEETINGS. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: DURING NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEETING AT CONSULAR DIRECTORATE, EMBASSY SHOULD REMIND 
MFA OF OUR REPEATED REQUESTS FOR FUTHER DOCUMENTATION. 
(NICOLAE AND EDU DID NOT HOLD OUT MUCH PROMISE THIS WILL 
BE FORTHCOMING.) VANCE 
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